
Unit: 7 American History 

Grade Level: 9 
Unit Name: 2001-Present 
Pacing 4 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.AH.1.CC.C  Develop a 
research plan, identify appropriate 
resources for investigating social 
studies topics, and create and 
present a research product which 
applies an aspect of United States 
history post c. 1870 to a 
contemporary issue. 
 
9-12.AH.6.GS.B   Determine the 
lasting impact of this period on 
principles of government including 
separation of powers, executive 
orders, checks and balances, rule of 
law, judicial review, and limited 
government 
 
 
9-12.AH.6.PC.C   Assess the 
response of individuals, groups, and 
the government to societal 
challenges to understand how 
systems change and evolve over 
time. 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
I will develop a research plan for a 
social studies topic. 
 
I will present a research project 
about a social studies topic. 
 
I will identify appropriate resources 
for a research assignment 
on a social studies topic. 
 
I will create a research project that 
properly addresses a social 
studies topic. 
 
I will determine the lasting impact of 
(time period) on principle 
of government). 
 
I will access the response of 
individuals to societal problems to 
understand how systems change 
over time. 
 
I will assess the response of groups 
to societal problems to 
understand how systems change 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.AH.1.CC.D  Using an inquiry 
lens, develop compelling questions 
about United States history post c. 
1870 to determine helpful resources 
and consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
 
9-12.AH.6.GS.C   Evaluate the 
changing roles and influence of 
political parties and interest groups 
on governmental decision-making. 
 
9-12.AH.6.EC.A  Apply the economic 
concepts of innovation, supply and 
demand, international trade, labor, 
business cycle, and credit to 
evaluate global interdependence 
along with economic and security 
challenges. 
 
9-12.AH.6.PC.A  Analyze scientific, 
technological, artistic, intellectual, 
economic, political, and cultural 
changes to determine their effect on 
individuals, groups and society. 
 



9-12.AH.6.CC.B  Trace the origins of 
twenty-first century conflicts to 
understand US policies and actions. 
 

over time. 
 
I will assess the response of the 
government to societal 
problems to understand how 
systems change over time. 
 
I will trace the origins of (21st 
Century conflict) to understand 
United States’ policy. 
 
I will trace the origins of (21st 
Century conflict) to understand 
United States’ action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9-12.AH.6.PC.B   Analyze push-pull 
factors to explain changing 
immigration patterns and their 
continuing effects on the United 
States.  
 
9-12.AH.6.CC.C  Evaluate the 
responses of United States’ leaders 
to the challenges of global tensions. 
 
9-12.AH.6.CC.D   Evaluate how the 
ability to access and distribute 
information affects individuals, 
groups, industry, and governments 
in the latter 20th and early 21st 
centuries.  
 
9-12.AH.6.G.B  Evaluate the 
relationship between technological 
and scientific advancements, and 
increasing global interaction in this 
era. 

Big Ideas: Essential Unit Questions: Vocabulary: 



 
The War on Terror changed 
America. 
 
 
 

 
In what ways did the War on Terror 
change America? 
 
 

War on Terror 
USA Patriot Act 
Anthrax 
Department of Homeland Security 
Osama bin Laden 
Taliban 
al-Qaeda 
Islam 
Muslim 
Jihad 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Sadam Hussein 
Iraq 
Pakistan 
Afghanistan 
Guantanamo Bay 
Domestic surveillance 
National Security Administration 
Hurricane Katrina 
Kelo v. City of New London 
Recession 
John McCain 
Barack Obama 
American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act  
Obamacare 
Tea Cup Party 
Occupy Wall Street 
Second Amendment 
Google 
Apple 
Technology explosion 



Syria 
Refugee 
Human Rights 
Donald Trump 
Immigration ban 
Government shutdown 
Executive order 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


